Just a few weeks ago, for ex-
ample, Luca dropped in on an
instrument shop while vaca-
tioning in Italy. His innocent
goal was to introduce his 2-
year-old daughter to the shop’s
owner, an old friend.

He walked out with two vio-
lins, including a 1909 Italian
instrument by Stefano Scar-
ampella worth about
$150,000.
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who has played the violin for
six decades and has performed
and taught in Houston and
around the world.

Luca’s passion for buying
musical instruments, not just
playing them, developed in the
past two decades. Once, he
owned a couple of violins and
an empty case. But now he
owns an impressive array, from
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LONGTIME FASCINATION: Luca has played the violin for decades
and has performed and taught in Houston and around the world.

UCLUIIT HTIUVIT SUUETIL dllel.

uca's most
recent purchases is a new
instrument by Isabelle
Wilbaux of Montreal,
Canada. “The youngster has
all the promise without the
experience,” Luca said.






