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ELEGANT ACQUISITIONS: Violinist Sergiu Luca owns an impressive array of violins. His cache also includes pianos, cellos and violas.

A sound collection

® Violinist Sergiu Luca has a passion
for buying old and new instruments

By TARA DOOLEY

HOUSTON CHRONICLE

The plan, Sergiu Luca said,
is to steer clear of buying vio-
lins.

It’s not progressing well.

Just a few weeks ago, for ex-
ample, Luca dropped in on an
instrument shop while vaca-
tioning in Italy. His innocent
goal was to introduce his 2-
year-old daughter to the shop’s
owner, an old friend.

He walked out with two vio-
lins, including a 1909 Italian
instrument by Stefano Scar-
ampella worth about
$150,000.

“In order to avoid what just
happened,” Luca, 65, said af-
terward, “I try not to go to vio-
lin shops.”

It was an impressive im-
pulse purchase, but one that
perhaps makes sense for a man
who has played the violin for
six decades and has performed
and taught in Houston and
around the world.

Luca’s passion for buying
musical instruments, not just
playing them, developed in the
past two decades. Once, he
owned a couple of violins and
an empty case. But now he
owns an impressive array, from
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LONGTIME FASCINATION: Luca has played the violin for decades
and has performed and taught in Houston and around the world.
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A PASSION
FOR VIOLINS

Some of the violin gems
of the ages that Sergiu Luca
calls his own:

By Italian

1733".

Sanctus Seraphin, the

violin had been tucked

away in the storehouse of
an instrument dealer and
had been unaltered since
the days of Vivaldi. When

it was discovered, the

dealer contacted Luca, who
eventually scraped together
the money to buy it. Now the
instrument is priceless, Luca
said. But when pushedto
come up with a dollar figure,
he estimated $500,000 to
$1 million.,

1 829V1ennese

violin maker
Nicolaus Sawicki repaired
instruments for Italian
virtuoso Paganini and
probably modeled this violin
on the Cannon, Paganini’s = .
famous violin. Luca
discovered the Sawicki violin
at a small Paris auction
amid musical junk. He
picked it up for “peanuts,” he
said. It is now worth about =~

$75,000,

190 With old Italian
L instruments by

makers such as Stradivari

or Guarneri out of the price

range of most musicians,

violins by more modern

makers such as this violin by

Stefano Scarampella have

become more sought after.

One of

200 Luca’s most

recent purchases is a new
instrument by Isabelle
Wilbaux of Montreal,
Canada. “The youngster has
all the promise without the
experience,” Luca said.






