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The offerings include full
orchestral programs as well
as recitals at Rice University.

Many of them are pared-
down performances preview-
ing pricier events later in
the month or experimental
programs such as one Thurs-
day at Contemporary Arts
Museum Houston.

Take the Context concert.

Connelly and violinist Sergiu
Luca will perform a piece by
Bela Bartok at the Booker-
Lowe Gallery on Thursday.
The program features move-
ments of a work to be played
Dec.. 7 and will be accom-
panied by discussion of the
music.

“This is a different kind
of event than the ordinary

FREE CONCERTS

Need to cut back on the spending but don’t want to miss the
music? A sampling of some free coneerts in the upcoming weeks

A Little Day Music
® What: [he Fischer Duo
performs works by Olivier
Messiaen.

m When: Noon Wednesday

= Where: Wortham Theater
Center, 501 Texas

Nutcracker reading
® What: A sugar-plum fairy
and other characters from
the Houston Ballet's The
Nuteracker read a children’s
version of the story.

m When: 3:15-4:30 p.m.
Wednesday

= Where: Harris County
Public Library West
University Branch, 6108
Auden

Christmas in the
Chapel

m What: A brass and choral
concert of Christmas music

= When: 7:30 p.m.

i Wednesday

m Where: University ol
Houston main chapel in the
A.D. Bruce Religion Center,
entrance 13 off Cullen

Shepherd School
{ Chamber Orchestra

and Rice Chorale

m What: Conductors Larry

Rachleff and Thomas Jaber
direct the Bach Magnificat

{ among other works.

i an exhibit at the museum

¢ Arts Museum Houston, 5216

= When: 8 p.m. Wednesday

sit-down-and-shut-up kind of
event,” Connelly said.

Of course, many music
groups perform  without
charge throughout the year,
often as a way to attract new
audiences.

“It is really important for
us to present free concerts,”
said Antoine Plante, artistic

m Where: Stude Concerl
Hall, Rice University, 6100
Main

Contemporary Arts

Museum Houston

| m What: Trombone player
i David Dove and other

musicians perform Cornelius
Cardew’s graphic score
Treatise. The work is part of

m When: :30 pan. Thursday

m Where: Contemporary
Montrose

Context

m What: The chamber group
performs works of Bela
Bartok.

m When: 7 p.m. Thursday

m Where: Booker-Lowe H
Gallery, 4623 Feagan

{ Shepherd School
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ind Jason Jackson play. Dove is the director of Nameless Sound, a nonprofit
performing Dec. 4 at Contemporary Arts Museum Houston.

director of Mercury Barogue.
“We really want to be mean-
ingful to this community.
There are different people
you reach by doing that.”

But to some, the word
“free” sets off alarms. You get
what you pay for, right? Not
necessarily.

“It is a curious issue,” said

Norman Fischer, who plays in
the Fischer Duo with pianist
Jeanne Kierman. “Recession
aside, there are lots of things
about pricing that are very
funny.”

A free concert is a risk-free
investment in something new
that might just pay musical
dividends, Fischer said.

“It can be this accidental
thing,” he said. “It can be
inspirational and encourages
them to get involved in some-
thing that before they might
not have wanted to invest
in.”

tara.dooley@chron.com

Symphony
Orchestra

w What: Conducton
Larry Rachlefl and
Cristian Macelaru lead
works by Paul Hindermith,
Dritri Shostakovich and

i Christopher Lee.

When: 8 p.m. Friday

i m Where: Stude Concert
i Hall, Rice University, 6100
' Main

{ Saxophone concert

i Nutcracker reading
{m What: A sugar plum fairy

. m When: 2-3:30 p.m Dec. /

| m Where: Houston Public
i Library Downtown, 500
i McKinney

and other characters from |
the Houston Ballel's The
Nutcracker read achildren's

version of The story.,

I 'm When: 6 pm. De

| diesen lag

14

| m Where: Chiist the King

Lutheran Chucch, 2A538 Rice
v

{ Trio Angelico

i m What: The flute, mezzo-
| soprano and piano trio

i performs works about

i angels.

Midwinter Carols
m What: [he Nathan Clark

L George Trio of guitar,
L mandoling violin and bass

! pertorms Christmas music.

» What: Modern Saxophone |

i Quartet member Mario
i Ciaccio performs with
i pianist Simone Miott.

m When: 8 pm, Dec. 6

m Where: Duncan Recital

| Hall, Rice University, 6100

Main

i m When: 2 p.an. Dec. 13
i m Where: The Rothko
_ i Chapel, 1409 Sul Ross

i Bach Society
| m What: Abendmusik: A

i Cantata, Christen, dtzet

concert including Bach

® When: / p.m, Dec, 19

m Where: The Rothlo
Chapel, 1409 Sul Ross

i Bell choir

: m What: Dorothy Shaw Bell
i Choir of 300 student ringers
i perform sacred and secular
i music.

m When: Noon Dec. 27

| m Where: St. Martin's
i Episcopal Church, 717 Sage



